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Youwill recall that in the 1940s, in the ghettos and concentration camps,
some self-appointed Jewish leaders set up their own councils, called
Judenrat, to conduct “talks’” with the Nazis. In many cases, the “talks’
were about how the Judenrat |eaderswould collaborate with the Germans
in keeping everyone calm and orderly whilethe Jewswere being deported
to Auschwitz and similar places. In exchange, the Judenrat |eaders hoped
to save their own skins and those of their families.?
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In the Jewish tradition there is a concept, hard to define and yet concrete
enough, which you know as Ahavath Israel: “Love of the Jewish
people’... In you, dear Hannah, as in so many intellectuals who came
from the German left, | find little trace of this...!14
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Factual truth... is always related to other people: it concerns events and
circumstancesin which many areinvolved; it is established by witnesses
and depends on testimony; it exists only to the extent that it is spoken
about... It is political by nature... Facts inform opinions, and opinions,
inspired by different interests and passions, can differ widely and still be
legitimate as long as they respect factual truth. Freedom of opinionisa
farce unlessfactua information isguaranteed and thefactsthemselvesare
not in dispute. In other words, factual truth informs political thought just
asrational truth informs philosophical speculation.!20
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“...factual truthisno more sdlf-evident than : Iyw 7113 75 12xV1 NIWY 751 1IN0
opinion, and this may be among the reasons that opinion-holdersfind it relatively easy
to discredit factual truth as just another opinion. Factual evidence, moreover, is
established through testimony by eyewitnesses — notoriously unreliable — and by
records, documents, and monuments, all of which can be suspected asforgeries. Inthe
event of adispute, only other witnesses but no third and higher instance can beinvoked,
and settlement is usually arrived at by way of a mgjority... a wholly unsatisfactory
procedure, since there is nothing to prevent a mgjority of witnesses from being false
witnesses. On the contrary, under certain circumstances the feeling of belonging to a
.majority may even encourage false testimony”
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